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W R I T E  B E T T E R   

ADVERBS 

Not all adverbs end in –LY. You 

can search lists of common 

adverbs without which it is 

impossible to write sensible 

English. 

-LY adverbs used in dialog tags 

are sometimes superfluous. Do 

you know why? 

 

 

W R I T E  L O N G E R  

Weekly progress 

You might not want to, or 

manage, or need to write every 

day; but a weekly plan is not a 

bad idea. If you are a numbers 

person, keep a tally and reward 

yourself for any progress. 

Enter the tally into your desk 

diary. A year should show a lot! 

W R I T E  W I S E R  

WRITING ABOUT OTHERS 

 

Humans have similar traits and 

aspects, but we know individuals 

are unique. Avoid trouble by 

creating characters with varying 

aspects, taken from a range of 

people you know. A mix of 

appearance, characteristics, 

habits, and behaviours is best.  

FROM YOUR COORDINATOR 

Hello everyone 

Happy Easter. I hope you all had a lovely festive time with plenty of love and 

chocolate to go around. I had an especially good one. I found some gluten-free 

hot cross buns − they didn’t last long.  

Do you want to brush up on your grammar? We have just the course for you. 

Read all about it on page 6.   Alert, Alert − crime wave hits Rockingham.  We are 

so looking forward to the launch of the Crime Anthology this year, so who is 

going to snatch up their pen and put in the time? Further details on page 4.  

That's all from me. Keep writing. 

Jean Frost 
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 Which writers group do you attend? How long have you been a member?  

I attend the monthly Thursday evening Emerging Authors group, and have been a member of FoRAC and 

the Rockingham Writers Centre since April 2016. 

 

 Tell us your story. Where are you from? 

Born in Canberra, I moved to Newcastle with my mum, dad and sister when I was 12. When I turned 31, I 

put myself and my car on the Indian Pacific train and sat in coach class for three days from Sydney to 

Perth (my back and knees have never been the same!). My objectives were to (a) stay away from 

relationships, (b) stay in WA for six months, and (c) see the wildflowers. 

Two months after arriving I met my husband-to-be, the six months turned into 26 years, and a few years 

ago we did the wildflower trip. We share our 7.5 acres in Baldivis with kangaroos, possums, goannas, 

bobtails, snakes, a million birds, and our dog. 
 

 What inspired you to become a writer? 

From a young age I loved reading and was good with words. Mum had little faith in the school system 

when it came to spelling, grammar and punctuation, and throughout primary school she gave me 

additional lessons at home. Not surprisingly, I did well in English and Creative Writing, but when I left 

school it all went by the wayside. 

It wasn’t until my late thirties that I became aware I wanted to write again. At a company team-building 

function we had to reveal something about ourselves that nobody else knew, and I astonished myself by 

blurting out, ‘I want to write a book.' 

Even after that revelation, it wasn’t until I joined the Rockingham Writers Centre six years ago that I was 

inspired to pursue that goal. The writing education, the friendships and the feedback have given me the 

tools, and seeing members achieve their dream of being published has shown me it’s possible. Thanks 

RWC! 
 

  

 
 
 

 

Author spotlight 

 
Karlene Jolliffe is this month’s featured 

writer. She was tracked down by 

Georgia Tingley and presented with 

these questions. 
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 What genre do you write in?  

I’ve not written enough to have a preferred genre. My novel in progress is an action/romance but I have 

ideas for stories in other genres, and also non-fiction. 

 

 What are some of your achievements? 

Considering six weeks is about my limit for maintaining an interest in something, still being excited about 

writing after so many years is an achievement! 

 

Are you published?  

I’ve had stories published in all four Rockingham Writers Centre anthologies, and many years ago had a 

poem published in a national Poetry Awards anthology. 

 

 Can you tell us about your goals, if any?   

My long-term goal is to have a published novel. My short-term goal is to find a way past my editing 

compulsion and actually finish a first draft, mistakes and all! 

 

 What would you like to see more of at our Rockingham Writers Centre? 

The RWC is a wonderful resource as it is. I did enjoy the Author Panel afternoon in October 2021 so I’d like 

to see more of those, maybe one or two a year.  

  

  

  

  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

WRITING RETREAT 
We are trying to gauge interest in a writing retreat, taking you away for a few 

days dedicated to quiet writing, a couple of good workshops, and socializing with 

like-minded creatives. 

A survey will be posted on our Facebook page soon, and will follow on our 

website. 
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PREPARE FOR THE RWC ANTHOLOGY 

Deadline – July 31 

Accepted length – 1000 to 5000 words 

Theme – Crime 

 
Anthology details are now on our website 

Click here:  

https://rockinghamwriterscentre.org.au/2022-

anthology/ 

  

Editing workshops with Helen Iles 

June 18 and 25 from 9.30 – 11.30 am 

Rockingham Central Library – Learning Centre 

 

Book online 

 

 

 

 

FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

APRIL 24 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rob Britza and Christine Draper from Warru Press  will be at this event.  

Come along and show your support for f ellow  members and their books.  

https://rockinghamwriterscentre.org.au/2022-anthology/
https://rockinghamwriterscentre.org.au/2022-anthology/
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 GROUP REPORTS
 

  

Short story group 

Convened by Sharon Wong 
Evening, fourth Thursday of the month 

Location after Jan 30 - Mary Davies Library Baldivis – Corella Meeting Room 

 

 This month we discussed two Roald Dahl crime stories: The Hitchhiker and Lamb to the Slaughter. These 

stories taught us how to sympathise with a criminal, and that not all crime stories need to be police procedurals. 

We also shared details on the crime stories we are working on, and discussed the surprising darkness of 

children's fiction. 
 

Aspiring Authors 
Summary by convenor Georgia Tingley 

Morning and afternoon, fourth Thursday of the month 

Location after Jan 30 – Rockingham Central Library – Learning Centre 
 

 This group is in hiatus for a brief period. 

 
 

EMERGING WRITERS 

Summary by convenor Sharon Wong 
Evening, second Thursday of the month 

Location after Jan 30 – Mary Davies Library Baldivis – Corella Meeting Room 
 

 

This month we critiqued the crime stories written by members, which ranged from cosy and humorous to 

gloomy and gory. Our conversation covered the difficulty of staying in one point of view, the importance of 

small details, and the difficulty of conveying scenes from one's mind. We also shared the media and books we 

were consuming, including surprisingly good animated movies and character-focused crime. 

 

 

BUSINESS OF WRITING 

Summary from convenor Helen Iles 
Morning, first Thursday of the month 

Location after Jan 30 – Rockingham Central Library – Conference Room 
 

Another small meeting this month − our numbers have dwindled as Covid expands. However, we did have a 

great discussion about story structure and current projects. We then discussed the topic of the day − writing 

jacket blurbs that attract the reader. The library training room is a great place for social distancing, so is safe for 

a group of our size. Next month we will be covering websites for authors, and getting an online presence. 
 

More next month! 
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TAKING BOOKINGS NOW 

Complete the form on our website 
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Rockingham Writers Centre  

 2022 Program
Email coordinator Jean Frost [address on last page] to show 

interest in specific program items. Interest will ensure program 

items go through. All are subject to change, so do not delay.  

Locations, times, costs and registration forms online  

All monthly groups – resumption and locations as per detail on 

page 5 
 

GRAMMAR for WRITERS with Rosanne Dingli – from May 4 

Location: Rockingham Central Library – Learning Centre 

Wednesdays 9.30 – 11.30 am 

Details and registration are on the website now 
 

2022 Anthology - Themed Crime, closing date July 31, 2022 

Details on Rockingham Writers Centre website 
 

EDITING WORKSHOP for Crime Writers with Helen Iles 

June 18 & 25 

Location: Rockingham Central Library – Learning Centre 

 

Why do I write? 
 

The mightily moustachioed philosopher Friedrich Nietzsche declared that if you have a why,  

you will find the how, or words to that effect. 

I don’t know why other people write but, whenever my writing comes to a spluttering halt, the why behind my 

writing rears its ugly and unexamined head. 

At the moment, my various writing projects are all stalled and hence I find myself thinking of Nietzsche’s line on 

why, and its reverse. Nassim Nicholas Taleb reckons a friendship is not real if you know specifically why you are 

friends, because once those reasons falter, so too does the relationship. 

Perhaps both philosophers are right. Maybe a lasting relationship requires explicable,  

and inexplicable reasons to endure. 

My ‘relationship’ with writing has many known motivations behind it, but others that remain undefinable. Should I 

try to bolster the knowable reasons, Nietzsche’s solution;  

or listen to Taleb and forget identifiable reasons, 

in the hope the unknowable ones will keep me writing? 

An aspect not mentioned by either is the nature of the task and or relationship. People, their problems  

and their relationships change with time and evolving circumstances.  

Nothing is stationary, including why and what one writes. 

Perhaps writer’s block is a call to fearlessly, honestly and imaginatively re-examine the reasons driving one’s 

current project and one’s writing in general.  

Perhaps it is time to find new viewpoints, new methods and new purposes. 

I still feel the why. Time, and unfettered imagination, will gift me the how − genre and storyline. Hope lives! 
 

Alan Petersen 

MEMBER ACHIEVEMENTS 

Teena Raffa-Mulligan 
Poem Seashore Sunset published in The 

School Magazine (Orbit, March 2022) 

Poem Summer  accepted by The School 

Magazine for future publication 

 

Rosanne Dingli 
Short story Wire Coat Hangers  published on 

online magazine VOCAL. 
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Newsletter Editor 
Rosanne Dingli 

Send all content and contributions to  

rosanne.dingli@gmail.com 

with CONTENT-RWC on the subject line 

© 2022 All content copyright  

Rockingham Writers Centre - FoRAC 

OPPORTUNITIES 

 

Jennifer Burbidge Short story Award 

Fiction and non-fiction up to 3000 words 

Closes April 29 

Theme: Disability in an Australian context 

Entry: AU$15 

Details and guidelines:  

https://www.writingwa.org/competitions/jennifer-burbidge-short-

story-award/ 

 

The Best of Times Short Story Competition 

Humorous short fiction to 2500 words 

Closes April 30 

Fee AU$10.00 

Details and guidelines:  

http://wildthoughts.com.au/comp33.html 

 

 

Mud Season Review 

Fiction and Poetry 

Theme: Deeply human work 

Paid and unpaid categories 

Closes April 30 

Guidelines and details: http://mudseasonreview.com/submit/ 

 

 

The Old Schoolhouse  

International home-schooling print magazine 

Seeks content and pitches 

Follow guidelines! 

Pitch guide: https://www.theoldschoolhouse.com/writers-

guidelines/ 

  
 

 

 

 

 

TIP 

Check out author websites 

to see what you like − and 

make a note of why. 

COORDINATOR EMAIL 

rockinghamwriterscentre@gmail.com 

TIP 

ñLearn to take criticis m. Itẫs 

absolutely crucial. If somebody 

gives you criticism, you donẫt 

always need to take it, but you do 

need to think about it. Look very 

seriously at what they said, and try 

and improve your work in the light 

of it.ắ 

Lian Tanner  

 

TIP 

Justice, truth, 

freedom:  big words with  

heavy meanings. Do not 

 treat them lightly.

mailto:rosanne.dingli@gmail.com
https://www.writingwa.org/competitions/jennifer-burbidge-short-story-award/
https://www.writingwa.org/competitions/jennifer-burbidge-short-story-award/
http://wildthoughts.com.au/comp33.html
http://mudseasonreview.com/submit/
https://www.theoldschoolhouse.com/writers-guidelines/
https://www.theoldschoolhouse.com/writers-guidelines/

